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Marvin Gardens is the one color-block Monopoly property that is not in
Adantic City. It is a suburb within a suburb, secluded. It is a planned com-
pound of seventy-two handsome houses set on curvilinear private streets
under yews and cedars, poplars and willows. The compound was built
around 1920, in Margate, New Jersey, and consists of solid buildings of
stucco, brick, and wood, with slate roofs, tile roofs, multi-mullioned
porches, Giraldic towers, and Spanish grilles. Marvin Gardens, the ultimate
outwash of Monopoly, is a citadel and sanctuary of the middle class. “We're
heavily patrolled by police here. We don’t take no chances. Me? I'm living
here nine years. I paid seventeen thousand dollars and I've been offered
thirty. Number one, I don’t want to move. Number two, I don’t need the
money. | have four bedrooms, two and a half baths, front den, back den.
No basement. The Atlantic is down there. Six feet down and you float. A
lot of people have a hard time finding this place. People that lived in
Adantic City all their life don't know how to find it. They don't know where
the hell they’re going. They just know it’s south, down the Boardwalk.”




